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Thanks to the use of the widespread patronage of the
King, the election of 1784 made Pitt's Ministry secure; 160
of the Opposition suffered the loss of their seats, and have
come down to history as Fox's Martyrs. This election,
according to the King's servants' reckoning, cost the
Crown £193,500 in cash, in addition to gifts of offices
and peerages, and Pitt's position was thus rendered even
more dependent on royal power. Even so the absence of
an organised party wrecked Pitt's Irish scheme, and three
years later he had fifty-two regular followers, but Fox, the
leader of the Opposition, had 138 ; so that Pitt was dependent
on the support of the 185 members who formed the Crown
party, or the votes of some of the 183 not accounted for in
those three groups.1
Whilst, however, Pitt virtually owed his whole position But Pitt also
to the influence of the King, he was soon able to count on Mence of
the support of the nation.' This was revealed by the steady t e comtry-
diminution of the majority against Pitt in the House before
the election of 1784, and by the result of that election,
which was not entirely due to Royal management. In
Yorkshire, for example, popular opinion returned Wilber-
force in opposition to the Whig aristocracy. /Pitt won
the national confidence : the country had been moved by the
disasters of the American War to deep animosity to George
IIFs method of government, ] and North had played the
part of Judas by his Coalition with Fox. Pitt had won
respect and he now inspired confidence. /By 1790 lie had
a clear majority in the Commons, and four years later his
power was strengthened by the adherence of the Portland
Whigs. \f
Pitt, therefore, secure in the confidence of the electors.  He has the
powers of
was in a position to become a real Prime Minister.)  The the Prime
influence of the King did not die in a day: even in Pitt's
Ministry the King was able to keep his favourite, Thurlow,
as Lord Chancellor for nine years, in spite of his frequent
opposition to the Prime Minister: but in
theJKing his resignation as the alternative "to Thurlpy's
^	choseTo" "dSsniiis Thurlow.    Still later,
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